CHAPTER V

LI AS DIPLOMAT (continued)

RELATIONS WITH RUSSIA.    TOUR ABROAD.    THE
PEACE NEGOTIATIONS OF 1900.

TAKING a broad view of Li Hung-chang's diplomatic
relations with Russia and comparing them with his
attitude towards Japan, one gathers a cumulative
impression that, whereas he was generally afraid of
his Japanese antagonists and the forces which lay
behind them, he had no such uneasy feelings in deal-
ing with Russia's representatives. From an early
stage of his career, in fact towards the close of the
Taiping rebellion, he had reason to perceive that
Russia had by no means abandoned her hopes of
attaining the fulfilment of MouraviefFs dreams.
Her "drang nach Qsten" with the objective of an
ice-free port on the Pacific, became a danger to be
reckoned with from 1885 onwards. But, while he
realised this danger, Li appears to have felt that the
exigencies of Russia's position as a European Power
rendered it much less formidable and immediate than
the menace of Japanese aggression. It would seem,
moreover, that Li?s policy was very frequently in-
fluenced by personal sympathy with the Russian
temperament and culture, with their easy-going
semi-Asiatic fatalism, their admixture of adminis-
trative autocracy and social democracy. He admired
the Tzar's far-flung dominions, the unbroken tradi-